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HRSA Changes Pharmacy Affairs’ Title and Elevates its Role

The Pharmacy Affairs Branch (PAB) has officially changed its title back to the Office of Pharmacy Affairs (OPA). The change became official with the release of a Federal Register notice on September 21. The notice also states that OPA has been transferred within the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) from the Bureau of Primary Health Care to the Healthcare Systems Bureau (formerly the Special Programs Bureau).  According to HRSA Deputy Administrator Dennis Williams, the move “will enhance Pharmacy Affairs' visibility and its ability to carry out [HRSA’s] plan to improve the [340B] program.”

The announcement was first made at the 340B Coalition conference in July and was reported in the August issue of the Federal Drug Discount and Compliance Monitor.  The Federal Register notice is available at: 

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-21131.pdf. 

A detailed description of the role and responsibilities of OPA can be found on pg. 56443.
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